[bookmark: _GoBack]Merle’s Story
Merle: I went to the doctor and told him I’d been getting pains in the chest and a bad cough, then he sent me for x-ray, and they told me when the x-ray come back, they told me I had cancer – or they thought I had cancer.  Pretty shocked, because I didn’t feel sick really.  My mother was there when the doctor told me I had cancer and she started crying and I had tears in my eyes (laughs).
Merle’s Daughter (Valda): We were at the Aboriginal Health Service and the doctor there confirmed that, you know, that she had it on the lungs so it sort of progressed from there and it was confirmed that she’d had lung cancer.
Merle – When we got home, called the boys in and told the boys that I had cancer, and then the whole thing I started thinking about bad things, you know.  And then word got around to the rest of the family that I had cancer.
Valda: I rang my two boys and asked them to come around.  Mum was walking in and out, and I’m sort of trying to “how am I going to start this conversation?”  What do I say, how do I say it?  So in the end I just sort of said, “well, your nan’s got cancer, she’s got lung cancer”.  I was crying, and then they were crying.  So it was an emotional moment.  Then of course, word spread and everybody was ringing, seeing how she was going, what needed to happen.
Merle: I went to Melbourne.   I had to have a lot of x-rays down there.  Different doctors, surgery - keyhole surgery.  I was in for a week.  Val just stayed down there (my daughter). I also had my sons there and daughter-in-law, when I had the operation.  They were all there when I came out of it.  They were all surprised. My brother, the one brother I got – he was there.
Valda: After the surgery and so forth, the care that was given at the Royal Melbourne Hospital was fantastic.  And then of course it was a long trip home for her then to start recuperating, and that initial phase was around 5-6 weeks.
Merle: Well I was that sore I was just sitting down in my armchair all day.  I’d get up to go to the toilet then back to the armchair (laughs).   But yeah for 12 months I didn’t feel like doing anything, and I couldn’t do gardening or anything.  Cause before I’m short-winded, on the cancer – I didn’t have to walk far and then I’d be puffing.  I’m not too bad now, I feel much better.
Valda: It’s good to pick it up early, because if it’s picked up early – like Mum – it can be a good story.
Merle: I’d advise them to go and see the doctor, if they feel sick or short-winded, coughing bad cough – go and see the doctor because they might - don’t know – they might have cancer.  It’s best to go and get checked out, like me (laughs). 
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Lung cancer doesn’t discriminate. It can affect men and women, the old and the young, smokers, former smokers and never smokers.  Heartfelt thanks to Merle and Valda Murray for so generously sharing Merle’s story of surviving lung cancer.
